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Love & human worth

Activity: This activity assumes this is a group of people who know each other. The discussion leader will ask each person to think of a few words of affirmation to say to the person on his/her right or left. Begin with a time of prayer (all praying aloud together), and then have each person share aloud 1 or 2 ways in which they see God’s image on/in the person seated next to them. Have them look the person in the eye as they are sharing.

Scripture: Genesis 1:26-27, Psalm 139, and Matthew 25:31-46 

Sharing: Both men and women are created equally in the image of God. Thus, both are human beings with innate dignity, worth, and value deserving of respect. Human beings are set apart from the rest of creation because of this image stamp of their creator. No other created thing or creature is said to be made in the image of God. Human have a soul and have the ability to have a personal relationship with their creator and fellow creation. 

God has given his people talents and spiritual gifts to use with honor and for his glory. Our status should not be sought in the eyes of man, but in the eyes of our Creator and Savior. We have been created as creative beings by an incredibly creative God. Although not all people may considers themselves artistically creative, we all have minds, talents, and skills to be used in life, school, work and personal relationships. The body needs all parts, and each part is also uniquely and individually gifted to play a specific role.

sabbath & Work

Activity: Instruct everyone to find a comfortable place to sit, close their eyes, and be still. This rest will last for 5 minutes. Try to remove your thoughts and worries from your mind and simply sit quietly in the presence of the Lord. After the time is up, ask everyone what their experience was like. Was it difficult to clear your mind? Was it relaxing and restful? Did you feel the presence of the Lord, or was the time too short?

Sharing: For many of us, this is really hard to do – we have so much on our minds and so many things we need to do! But, what we don’t realize is that we also need to DO rest. God created work, and so we should work. But He also created rest. Before we talk more about rest, let us first look at God’s intentions for work. 

Scripture: Read Genesis 2: 2-3 out loud.
What does this tell us about work and rest?

Scripture: Read Genesis 1:26-27; 2:4-7; 2:15; 2:19-22 out loud.
What does this tell us about God’s intention for man’s work?
How can we apply these things to the work that we do now, day to day?
Why are rest and the Sabbath important?

Scripture: Read Leviticus 25:1-7 out loud.
What does Sabbath mean to God and to His people?
With that in mind, what should work, rest, and Sabbath mean for us today?
In light of this, are there any changes you need to make to your work and rest habits?

Sharing: As Christians, we need to constantly look at our lives to evaluate how we are living. This includes our habits of work and rest. We are called to be the “salt and light of the earth”, examples that people can see as different from everyone else. Just like light, we need to eliminate the darkness around us, which in the work environment can be corruption, unfair prices or amounts of goods, and unequal treatment of employees. And like salt, we need to be the preserver of everything God created as good, such as creativity, responsibility, and rest. Let us seek to be good workers and good resters, as representatives of God in our world. 

work & Money 

Activity: Open in prayer and allow participants to share prayer requests and praises from the week. Pray around the circle to the right or left—each person praying for someone sitting next to him/her. Make a small decorated cube (like a large dice) with “get to know you” questions. Sit or stand in a circle tossing the cube around. Each person should answer the question under his/her left thumb. Make sure each person has an opportunity to answer at least 1 or 2 questions depending on time constraints.

Scripture: Genesis 2:15 and 3:14-19, Matthew 6:19-24 
Quote: “After the fall, however, many of these things were cursed: birth, marriage, ground, plants, work, products. All these things were cursed after the fall (Gen 3:16-19). More importantly than the cursing of resources and earthly relationships was the enmity and distance created between humanity and God. Without this basic central guideline, humanity lost its ability to use resources for the good. That is without the relationship with God and a blessed relationship with each other, humanity could not use the resources that God gave them for their purpose. This purpose was to please God and to serve the good of neighbor” (Viv Grigg, Conversations on Kingdom Economics).

God does not say that money is evil; however, he does say that the LOVE of money is the root of many kinds of evil. Like any form of idolatry, when we put people or things above God in our lives, this sin begins to affect how we relate to that object or person and to others. 


JUBILEE
Activity: Hand out paper and drawing utensils and ask everyone to draw a picture of their ideal world. Have everyone share briefly what they drew.
Introduction: What is the first thing you think about when you hear the word “jubilee”? For most of you, it is probably the political party, currently headed by President Uhuru Kenyatta. But, what does God think about when He hears the word “jubilee”?
Scripture: Read Leviticus 25:8-14 out loud. Summarize 25:15-54.
What does God say about “jubilee”?

Scripture: Read Luke 4:18-21.
Did Jesus agree with God’s “jubilee”?

What did Jesus mean when he said, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing”? 

Sharing: Jesus is saying that the year of God’s favor, the year of Jubilee, has come. It is here and now! Jesus showed us that Jubilee had come throughout his ministry on earth. He actively sought out the poor, the weak, and the oppressed, bringing healing to the deaf, blind, and sick and freeing those from oppression and death, such as the adulteress who was almost stoned. He celebrated the work of God through the multiplication of loaves and fish for those listening to His words, among many other miracles. He called for equality among the people of God and respect for the work of the Lord. If Jubilee is here now, what does that mean for us? 


serving two masters
Activity: How many of you know how to make ugali? Which hand do you use to stir the ugali as it thickens? Now, let’s say you wanted to be equally good at making ugali with the opposite hand. What would happen when you try to stir the ugali with that hand? Allow everyone to answer the questions. In a similar way, this is often how we, as humans, react when we try to trust the Lord for our needs. We are so used to using one hand, that hand being work and money, that when we try to use the opposite hand, trusting in God, we often go right back to using money instead.

Sharing: One of the most important aspects of economic discipleship is having a proper view of money. Money is many times worshiped as an idol. It is a master to many, but God did not intend it to be this way. Money in and of itself is neither good nor evil; it can be used to enslave or set free. It depends on the heart of the individual. Before we can fulfill God’s desire to use money in a way that will bring Him glory and help others, we must be absolutely certain that we are serving the right master. 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. – Matt. 6:24
Scripture: 

Dangers of Riches: James 5:16, 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 

The Rich Young Ruler: Matthew 19: 16-22 

Zacchaeus: Luke 19:1-10
Scripture: Store up treasures in heaven: 1 Timothy 6:17-19, Matthew 6:19-21
stewardship
Activity (Need paper and pens): Define stewardship to make sure the group understands, and make sure to include the ideas of time, talents, and money. Ask each person in the group to write down the following: 1) Financial resources, physical resources, and/or talents God has given him/her? 2) How am I or can I steward these resources? Ask if any of the group members are willing to share some or all of their ideas.
Scripture: Proverbs 31:10-31, Matthew 25:14-30 
Sharing: Proverbs 31 also provides a practical example of a woman who conducted the affairs of her household with stewardship in all areas. This passage specifically discusses a wife of good character, but discusses characteristics that should be true of both men and women. 

· What do you have to steward in your own life?

· Are there ways that this community could be good stewards of its resources? 

· Is it important to save and budget? Why or why not?

· Luke 12:16-21—what can we learn from this passage? This passage seems to be saying that preparation and saving is bad, is that true? 

· Do both Old and New Testament ideas of stewardship and money matters apply to us today? Why or why not? 

LIFESTYLE

Activity: Ask everyone for someone famous or that they know who lives a questionable lifestyle or who they don’t think to be a good person. Then ask for someone who they really respect and want to be like. Share with the group and explain your choices.
Scripture: Read Job 31:5-8, 13-34, 38-40.
 In this passage, what does Job describe as a godly lifestyle and how can that translate to our work and business?
Looking at the lifestyles we mentioned at the beginning, how many fit the description?
How many of our lives and our work fit this description?

Sharing: To echo the words of Solomon, the writer of Proverbs, let us not be so poor that we steal and dishonor the Lord, but let us not also be so rich that we forget to remember and trust in the Lord – let us have just enough for what we need, day to day. Paul likewise encourages Timothy, telling him that contentment and godliness lead to great gain. He says that we brought nothing into the world and can bring nothing out of it. While it is good to work hard and seek to save and invest the things the Lord has trusted us with, looking to gain wealth for wealth’s sake will lead us into a lifestyle of temptation and sin. Money is not to be loved – for we cannot truly love both God and money. Loving money leads us to treat others unfairly as we seek to gain, stops us from sharing with those in need, encourages deceit, makes us selfish, and doesn’t allow for proper management and use of the things God has given us. Loving God leads us to the kind of lifestyle that Job describes, a lifestyle that promotes God’s values for our lives and for our work: values of love, simplicity, honesty, generosity, contentment, and justice. Let us live this kind of life in such a way that affects us personally in our conduct and work, and that affects those around us in a positive and uplifting way. 
Tithing & giving

Activity: Think about a time when you wanted to express thanks to someone. What did you do? Have each member share. What would you do if the person you wanted to thank refused your thanks, how would you express your thanks in a different way? 
Tithing in the Old Testament
Amount of tithe: approx. 31 % each year

10% - for the priests and Levites (Lev. 27:30; Num. 18:24)

10% - to learn to fear the Lord, to eat and rejoice before the Lord, to share with the Levite (Deut. 14:22-27)

11% - to care for Levites, poor and marginalized (33 % once every 3 years; or 11% each year; Deut. 14:28-29; 26:12-13)

Giving in the New Testament
Individual Giving (Mk. 12:41-44; Lk. 19:1-10)

Communal Giving (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-35; 6:1-7)

International Giving (Acts 11:27-30; 2 Cor. 8; 9)


“Earn all you can; save all you can; give all you can.” John Wesley (18th C preacher & evangelist)
Further Passages for Study
Proverbs 3:9-10; 28:27; Ezekiel 16:49
Debt, loans, & savings

Activity: What kinds of things do you like to save and collect? Have everyone share one or two things. Has there ever been a time when you lent one of those things to a family member or a friend? Did you make them pay to borrow it or ask them to repay you later for it? Ask for a few examples. 

Sharing: God’s intention is for people to be debt free (Deut. 15:4). Debt is difficult to get rid of and is a heavy yoke that enslaves people. Jesus came to “preach good tidings to the poor…to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound (Is. 61:1). In the Old Testament, God put laws in place to prevent the cycle of poverty, for example debt forgiveness every seven years (Deut. 15:1-18).

When lending money to others, we are to do so without interest (Ex. 22:25-27; Lev. 25:35-38; Deut. 23:19-20; Ps. 15:5). Therefore, we should not put people, especially our Christian brothers and sisters, in positions that are conducive to producing poverty. Likewise, we should avoid situations that will put us in such positions. Taking out loans requires great wisdom, discretion, and discernment, so that we will be truly helped by the loan and not hurt in the long run. The better option is to save up to achieve financial goals or prepare for the future and unforeseen circumstances. 

Scripture: Matthew 18:23-25 

Scripture: Genesis 41:46-49, 53-57, 47:25
“Good business stewards think beyond today…Shortly, all the support should aim at helping everyone to embrace work in the long run because work dignifies life and allows everybody to have an opportunity to give rather than just receive.”

(Mbola, Small Business Training Manual, Pt. II, Pg. 10)

Further Passages for Study

Debt & Lending: Proverbs 19:17; 22:7; Romans 13:8

Saving: Proverbs 6:6-8; 20:21; 21:5, 20; 27:23-27
Invest & Multiply 

Activity: Give everyone drawing materials. Have them draw what they think happens to money over the course of its “life.” Next have them draw what they see happening to a plant over the course of its “life.” 

God’s intention for money is not that it would become old and useless over time, but to invest in and increase the Kingdom of God. 
Investment and multiplication are important economic kingdom principles. Success does not come overnight. Even the Kingdom of God begins as a small seed before it grows into a tree (Matt. 13:31-32). Likewise, we are to use what God has given us by multiplying it. Jesus praises the wise investor saying, “Well done good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things.” (Matt. 25:23) However, we must multiply resources responsibly, and in a way that is honoring to God. Proverbs 28:8 says, “Whoever multiplies his wealth by interest and profit gathers it for him who is generous to the poor.” Therefore, as economic disciples, we must strive to multiply resources we have in a way that is consistent with God’s business ethics (integrity, generosity, diligence/discipline, etc).
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”   Hebrews 13: 5
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God, Work, & Money





Applying God’s Kingdom Principles to Personal and Community Economics





Questions: 


Do you agree or disagree that human beings are set apart from the rest of creation? Why or why not? 


How should God’s image on mankind lead us to treat the people around us?


How should God’s image on us and mankind lead us to transact business (or school, etc.)?








Questions: 


What are examples of God’s provision for oppressed people—financially or otherwise?


How have you seen God’s provision in your life, business, etc? Encouraging stories. 


What are your thoughts on spiritual gifts and God-given talents (explain if need be, 1Cor. 12)? Do you know what your spiritual gift(s) is and have you been developing it?


How do you see the effects of concern about status in yourself and/or in your communities?








Possible answers: 


God worked first, before He rested


God took a full day to rest and called it a holy day


God rejoiced over His work as He rested


The work that God did was creating – thus, work should be about creating





Possible answers: 


God created man in His image, to work as He did (1:26-27)


Man has responsibility over the creation (1:26-27; 2:15)


He created the earth with the plan that man would work in order for it to be fruitful and productive (vs. 5)


Man is charged to work and care for the earth (vs. 15)


God asked man to be creative in his work (vs. 19 – naming)


It was not suitable for man to work alone – man was created to work with other mankind (vs. 18, 20-22)





Possible answers: 


We must work responsibly and effectively.


Work is good, God-created, and man-intended. We must work and not become idle or lazy.


We must work efficiently and conscientiously, since we are the earth’s caretakers. We must not take advantage of the earth or our goods, nor should we take advantage of those we are selling to.


We must use our creativity, talents, gifts, and skills when we work, as God was the First Worker and was creative in His work.


While it is good to be responsible in our own work, we should also be prepared and look for ways to work with others.





Possible answers: 


It was a time to respect God’s creation and to allow it to rest from its work.


It was a time for the people to rest from their work.


It was a time to rely on the Lord’s provision – as no one was working the land, but their food was still provided for them – and to rejoice and worship Him.





Possible answers: 


We should work diligently, responsibly, creatively, and with love for the earth and for others.


We should not forget to rest and rejoice in our work once it is completed.


We should rest and Sabbath to remind ourselves of God’s provision for us, and respond in love and worship.





Questions:	


Do you agree or disagree that work was cursed at the fall of man in Genesis? Do you see your own work as a blessing or a curse? In what ways? 


How do we see the affects of the fall in work and money matters today?


What is hoarding and why/how could it be considered a negative thing—particularly for Christians? How do you see yourself storing up treasures on earth


Since the fall of man, what affects of the fall have we seen in work and other aspects of life?











Questions:


As Christians, how can/should we respond to corruption in society and/or in business and school? 


How can and/or are you using your resources for good? 


How can we care for the needy and oppressed in our own lives even when we lack








Possible answers: 


It is a time of liberty (vs. 10)


It is a time of celebration and rest from work (read vs. 11-12)


It is a time to return belongings to the original owners – primarily land, but could include any other things used for business or a career (read vs. 23-24)


It is a time for debts to be canceled and freedom (read vs. 39-41)








Possible answers: 


He cared about the poor


He declared freedom and liberty


He called for healing


He proclaimed “the year of the Lord’s favor” – otherwise known as Jubilee








Possible answers: 


We must encourage liberty and freedom for everyone – freedom from corruption, exploitation, and living enslaved (to money, to others, to status, etc.)


God cares about the poor, and so should we. We should be fair in all of our work with everyone, treating them justly and with love.


We should be thoughtful and considerate when loaning to others, because we all encounter times when we need loans. We should consider when it is appropriate and loving to include interest and when it is appropriate and loving to cancel debts to those we have given to.


We should hold everything we own loosely – because nothing is truly ours. We should be ready to give it to those who need it, knowing that God will return to us what we need in time.





Questions: 


What was the young man asked to do? Why couldn’t he carry out the task? What did he lack?


What was he promised? 


Where was his treasure?


What were Zacchaeus’ shortcomings? What did he do to correct them? What was Jesus’ response? What does this tell us about the kind of attitude that we should have towards money?


Who were the masters of these two men? What were the results of following their masters (Mt. 19:22; Luke 19:9)? If you were to be honest, who/what is your master?








Questions: 


What does this mean to you? What are your treasures? What are the differences between treasures on earth and treasures in heaven? How can you store them in heaven? 


Do you have possessions or do your possessions have you? What possessions do you have; what possessions have you?








Question: 


How can this apply to us today? (e.g. growing and strengthening what we have for God, what are our “talents?” not burying or keeping talents hidden, etc.)? If one cannot be faithful with little, how can he be faithful with much?





Questions: 


What examples of stewardship and good character can we see in this passage for both men and women? 


How can these characteristics be demonstrated both inside the home and in one’s community? 





(e.g. integrity, willing to work hard-working, prepared, compassionate, generous to the poor, strong self-esteem, wise, teacher, kind, not lazy, and respected.) 








Possible answers: 


To be truthful and not deceitful


To live a life that follows God’s path


To treat others, especially employees, fairly and with justice


To recognize others as being made by God


To be generous with my belongings and share with those in need


To take care of those who have no one to help take care of them


To put trust in God, not in money or work


To not hold a grudge or anger against an enemy or competitor


To be hospitable


To not hide sin, but to be honest about my work and lifestyle


To not take advantage of my belongings and work, but to use and manage them wisely so that they last for a long time (specifically land)





Question:	


Are you in debt? What is your plan for getting out of debt? Who will help keep you accountable?











Questions: 


What does this passage suggest about saving?


Why should we save? What are some things that we might need extra income for? 


What is a good amount/percentage to save? What is excessive? 


What are some goals that you have that require saving? What is the most difficult part of saving for you?








Read Genesis 30:25-43





What were Jacob’s financial circumstances?


What was his attitude regarding those circumstances, and how did he respond?


What was the final outcome?








Questions to Assist Discussion: 





What are some local examples of people or groups investing/multiplying resources?


Would you benefit or have you benefitted from any of these?


What is the church’s role in investment and multiplication? 


What should I do in regards to investment and multiplication? 


How can the local church demonstrate a kingdom view of economics based on our discussions over the last 10 weeks?


In its own ministry?


In community ministry?








Two Examples of Giving: Read Acts 4:36-5:11





What was the difference between the attitudes of the two givers? What were the results of each person’s actions?


What are the purposes of giving?


To whom should we give/not give?


Is it difficult for you to give? Why or why not?


What sticks out to you most from this study? Who do you know that is in need? How can you (individual), your church, and your communities (communal and international) become better givers?








Introduction


Tithing and giving are essential to the Christian faith. Many sermons are preached on tithing and giving. Some are meant to make people feel guilty. But what does the Bible have to say about tithing and giving. Tithing is an Old Testament concept and is nowhere commanded in the New Testament; however, we see many exhortations and examples of sacrificial giving from Jesus and the apostles. Below is a brief outline about tithing and giving in the Bible.











